
Dive Alberta 
Events 08  

Other Important Dates   

Mark your Calendar 

May 3/4: Dive & Travel Expo 
in Tacoma, Washington                 
July 28/08: PADI Member  
Forum hosted by NW Scuba                   
Aug 16/17: Diver Enchance-
ment Weekend in Banff 
hosted by AquaSports &     
The Dive Shop (Calgary stores)                   
Oct 22-25—DEMA (Diving 
Equipment Mfg Association) 
Trade Show in Las Vegas for 
scuba professionals    

Underwater Hockey Dates: 

April 21-26: World’s 08 in       
South Africa 

May 17-19th—Canadian Nationals 
in Guelph, Ontario 

Mark your Calendar now  for 
2008 Dive Events & see the 
AUC’s Website for Updates 
just prior to each Event: 
 
April 26/08 
AUC’s AGM In Red Deer 
May 17-18/08 
46th Jasper Aquathon                 
& River Race, Jasper 
June 14/08 
Treasure Hunt—Twin Lakes 
July 20/08 
Bow River Float/Snorkel-
Calgary 
Aug 16/08 
U/W Rodeo—Cold Lake 
Aug 23/08 
Bear Grass Dive– Waterton                         
Sept 6, 7th 
Banff Lakes Clean-ups 
Sept 13/08 
Gull Lake Cleanup 
Sept 14/08 
Sylvan Lake U/W Clean-up 
Sept 27/08 
Pumpkin Dive –Wainwright 

WHAT’S INSIDE:  
-AUC’s Classifieds: Pg 2            
-Divers’ Tips & Tricks: Pg 2    
-Alberta’s UWH &       
Scuba Dive Clubs: pg 3                            
-U/W Hockey News: Pg 4     
-Jasper Aquathon: Pg 5          
-News from AUC: Pg 6          
-Lightening Strikes: Pg 7       
-U of A Club Trip: Page 8      
-Dive Alberta 08:  Pg 9           
-Creature Feature …..            
….by Andy Lamb: Pg 10          
-Notice of AUC’s upcom-
ing AGM: on page 11           
- Free AUC Membership 
Sign-up: page 11                   
-  Spring News from          
AB Dive Clubs: Pg 12                  
- News from AB Dive         
Retailers: Pg 13                            
-Alberta’s Dive Centre’s,  
Dive Travel Specialist s, BC 
Operators, etc:  Pg14/15 

Close your eyes and visualize 
this with me...........  Beautiful 
beaches, warm breezes, 
stunning white stucco 
houses, tempting treasures, 
above as well as under the 
water. 

Have you ever dreamed of a 
dive vacation where you 
could find REAL treasure?  
How about a vacation that 
allowed you to dive the   
restricted areas of the        
culturally rich Mediterranean 
waters? 

YES... such a place and such 
an experience still exists, 
even within the  average 
vacation budget!  The tiny 
Island of Minorca, Spain 
boasts a diving adventure 
that is extraordinary in all 
respects.  With the numerous 
caverns, caves, and        
abundant aquatic life       
Minorca has always been a 
top dive destination to               
Europeans.  

This last November,                 
Tim Pratt, Emanuela           
Bocancea, Colin de Jong, 
and Dianna Ungarian left a 
cold Canadian winter for this 

type of awesome  adventure. 

This dive vacation was actually 
an Underwater Archaeological 
Field Study School.  The course 
was offered by the                
Eco-museum de Cap de 
Cavalleria on the Island of     
Minorca.  The course took us 
diving into the ancient Port of 
Sanitja and off the coast of 
Cape Cavalleria.   

These areas require special per-
mits to dive in due to the signifi-
cant archaeological artifacts.  
We had an opportunity to dive 
and learn from some of 
Europe's most experienced  
archaeologists. 

We learned how to set up 
measuring grids and document 
the artifacts we found.  I still get 
tingles remembering picking 
up pieces of amphora from 
100BC, where you could put 
your fingers into the grooves 
made by the ancient potter’s 
fingers. 

I will never forget walking 
through the goat field to enter 
the water onto our dive sites.  
Working closely with the      
instructors, we went on this 

dive armed with cameras 
and video looking for 
Spanish anchors from 
ships that floundered off 
the rocky shore. On our 
way up to do a safety 
stop I saw some different 
types of pottery.  We 
were able to pick up 
pieces of  amphorae ….. 

SPRING 
2008 

Underwater Archeology Opportunity in Spain 

This story continued on       
PAGE  8 

Imagine….     
Diving half-way 
around the 
world on a     
Underwater    
Archaeological 
Field Study      
in Spain! 

⇒ Diving and Underwater 
Sports News Articles, Photos, 
etc, of interest to AUC’s 
Active Members Wanted!!  
Please submit your contribu-
tions to:  AUC Office: 780-
427-9125 or 1-888-307-8566 
or email: info@alberta    
underwatercouncil.com 



Do you have a handy dive tip or idea that 
you would like to share with your fellow 
divers? 

If so, then this is the section for you!  All 
relevant “tips and tricks” are welcome, 
just send your suggestions to the AUC 
office, attn: Newsletter Editor & we’ll in-
clude them in the next newsletter! Here’s 
an example to start us off:                 

Question: If I am a newly certified diver, 
or have just moved to a different city, 
how do I find a dive buddy? 

Answer: It may sound like an intimidating 
endeavor at first but there is actually a 
variety of ways to meet new dive bud-
dies, whether you do not yet have a dive 
buddy or your usual dive buddy is simply 
inundated with household chores for the 
weekend!  Here are some suggestions to 
consider: 

• Check out your local dive shop(s)*.  
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AUC MEMBERS’ FREE CLASSIFIED ADS 

DIVER’S TIPS & TRICKS 

  Equip 
Wanted 

Used Gear  for Sale Post 
Date 

Description of Used Gear  Wanted and/or For Sale 

  #1001 Jun 
05/07 

1 Used AL 80 Scuba Tank, Asking $150,  Moving, must sell                                        
info@albertaunderwatercouncil.com for seller #1001 info 

  #1004 Aug 
22/07 

BCD   MARES  VECTOR  PLATINUM, size XL, Used only once, Best Offer Contact: 
info@albertaunderwatercouncil.com for seller #1004 info 

    #1005  Sept 
1/07 

Women's Medium  7mm wetsuit (hood, jacket & farmer john pants) , 1 PR—5mm 5 finger 
Gauntlet Neoprene gloves by Whites. $40. OBO, Akona Roller Bag (30 x 14.5) made from 
600D poly-natural fiber material with rust resistant hardware. Has wheels, carrying             
compartments, etc. Perfect to carry all your scuba gear! Asking $250 or OBO Contact: 
info@albertaunderwatercouncil.com for seller #1005 

    #1006  Sept 
20/07 

WOMEN'S BARE PRESTIGE WET Suit, 7mm Great condition. Like brand new. Size 7/8 (fits 
approx. 110-125 lbs X 5''2" - 5''5").. Full Jane (overalls) and Separate Jacket. Hood optional. 
$100 OBO  Contact:  info@albertaunderwatercouncil.com for seller #1006 

  #1007 Nov 
15/07 

U/W CAMERA: SeaLife DC 600  -camera was purchased last January and is still under war-
ranty. It comes with the underwater case, 2 batteries and two 1GB SD card.    Asking $500.00. 
Contact: info@albertaunderwatercouncil.com for seller #1007 

 1009 Mar 
31/08 

UNDERWATER HOUSING - SEA & SEA for NIKON D200, Location: Edmonton, AB, Housing has 
been used on one dive trip, is in excellent condition, reason for selling - switching to underwa-
ter video. Details: Sea & Sea DX-D200 Housing for Nikon D200:$2495.95. Fish-Eye Dome Port 
with Shade (SS-56231):615.00, Custom Flat Port (SS-56231): 480.  Dome Port Cover - Neoprene 
(SS21211): $50.00, AF Nikkor 10.5mm DX Focus Gear (SS-31120): $230.00,                                               
AF-S DX Zoom Nikkor ED 12-24mm F4G Zoom Gear (SS-31107): $172.00                                    
AF Micro Nikkor 50mm F2.8D Focus Gear and AF/MF Gear (SS51399): $182.00                    
Total Value: $4224.95 in US Dollars,  Prices are for the housing, ports & gear sets.  Your      
combined savings with no shipping charges from US company, no brokerage fees, not GST, 
save approx. $1000.00.  Price for above setup: $3600 obo.  please contact: 
info@albertaunderwatercouncil.com, seller #1009     

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR  

ALL AUC MEMBERS! PLEASE 

SUBMIT VIA PHONE OR 

EMAIL TO THE AUC OFFICE!  

They often have courses running and 
know of dive groups going out that 
you may be able to meet up with. 

• Check out your local dive club(s)*.  
They often have meetings or events 
you can attend to meet new people 
and have fun. 

• Attend the AUC scheduled dive 
events.  If you arrive alone, the      
organizers graciously pair you up 
with a dive pal(s) for the day.  Plus the 
event food and prizes are always 
good! 

• Check out the “Dive Buddy” tab on 
the AUC website at 
http://ws.albertaunderwatercouncil. 
com/auc/   

• You can add your name to the dive 
buddy list, see contact info for other 
dive buddies along with their usual 
dive spots, post a proposed dive day 

to see if anyone else is interested,  
or join an existing posted dive. 

• Search the Internet for other dive 
buddy websites and discussion 
forums. 

Once you meet one dive buddy, there is 
typically a domino effect whereby you 
meet even more dive buddies through 
them and through participation in   
organized activities.  For example, when 
my first dive buddy became occupied 
with construction work, I was able to 
continue diving through some         
wonderful divers I’d met through him. 
………Submitted by Rhonda Lee Curran 



UNDERWATER CLUBS in Alberta—Both Underwater Hockey & Scuba 
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AUC welcomes you to the  company of underwater enthusiasts from all across the province. Joining a dive or under water sports 
club offers you a great opportunity to have fun under-water and above water, with a group of similar minded individuals.  

Many clubs also offer opportunities to continually improve your diving skills through ongoing training programs or travel.   Meet 
new people and enjoy your sport! Join one today!  

ALBERTA’S UNDERWATER HOCKEY  CLUBS 
CALGARY: 

Calgary Underwater Hockey Club  Contact: www.calgaryunderwater.ca 

EDMONTON :                                                     

Edmonton Underwater  Hockey  Association  edmontonunderwaterhockey.com 

ALBERTA’S SCUBA CLUBS: 
CALGARY—Scuba Clubs 

Calgary Sub-Aquatic                         
Axel Kollewyn: (403) 285-2340                                                                   

Scuba Divers Dinner Group—         
Tony Lamb: (403) 283-3368            
TonyLamb@shaw.ca 

Underwater Outlaws                       
Email: uoutlaw@telus.net                
Website: www.3.telus.net underwa-
ter/outlaws/ 

COLD LAKE: - Scuba Club           
4-Wing Cold Lake Scuba Club                         
Larry Dublenko                                                         
Wk: (780)840-8000, Ext.7959 
Dublenko.AL@forces.gc.ca 
http://www3.telus.net/public/ 
jjparr/clubs/scuba.htm 
 
Charles (RED) Ehrich                             
780-639-4564 

EDMONTON:  Scuba Clubs: 
AquaTek Voodoo Gas Divers                 
Contact Via Email: Carol or Jeff                               
voodoogas@aquatekscuba.com          
Web Site: www.aquatekscuba.com 

Edmonton Aquanauts                              
Ken Kozak: (780) 960-0263                     

Edmonton Pub Divers                           
Brian Nadwidny                                       
email:nadwidny@gmail.com 

U OF A Scuba Appreciation Club                 
Thye Sing, scuba@ualberta.ca                 
uofascuba.com 

Wing Divers                                             
Tom or Cathy Davies: (780) 462-1551 
tedavies@telusplanet.net 

SPECIALTY RESCUE CLUB: 
Northern Alberta Aquatic Rescue Society 
(NAARS)                                                     
Cliff Bergunde: (780) 450-1206          
http://www.geocities.com/Yosemite/
Trails/3310                                                       
Email: naars-admin@shaw.ca 

FORT McMURRAY:  Scuba Club 

Wet & Wild Diving Society of                 
Fort McMurray                                              
9 Birch Rd, Ft McMurray, AB , T9K 1P2  
www.ghptoto.ca/wwscuba/                     
PH: 780-743-3123 

GRANDE PRAIRIE:   Scuba Club 

Grande Prairie  SCUBA Club                 
Carsten Andersen 780-539-7595        
Lyndell Weldon 780-539-0562            
Email: donwel@telus.net 

LETHBRIDGE:  Scuba Club 
Scuba Group Lethbridge 

Marni Anderson: (403) 328-5041 
www.awesomeadventures.com 

PEACE RIVER:  Scuba Club 
Jeff Protz: (780) 642-1619 jeff@protz.ab.ca 

WAINWRIGHT: Scuba Clubs 
Buffalo Divers:  Andrew Laschuk ,                   
Hm Ph: 780-842-6168, crusader@telus.net                        

Davco Diving Aquamaniacs                     
Dave & Connie Faas: (780) 842-5559 
www.davco.cc 

DIVERS: 

REMEMBER 
TO FLY YOUR 
FLAG! 

DAN Medical Information Line:  
+1-919-684-2948 , ext. 222 

 
www.DiversAlertNetwork.org 

Divers Helping Divers tm 



NEWS FROM CALGARY UNDERWATER HOCKEY 
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See calgaryunderwater.ca for more information & contacts! 

See edmontonunderwaterhockey.com for more information & contacts! 

NEWS FROM EDMONTON UNDERWATER HOCKEY 

The Calgary Underwater Hockey Club is sending a Junior Team to 
Guelph in March to compete in the 29th Annual Guelph College 
Royale UWH Tournament. 

Our players are (back row) Sara, Harry, Nico, Gabby, Sam, Josh,   
Coach Myrna (front row) Vinne (alternate), Thomas, Eric, Haley,     
Dara (alternate), Allison, Luke, Joseph.  This will be the second        
tournament our junior team has competed in;  they also played some 
exhibition games at the Calgary Tournament in February.               
Good Luck, Calgary Juniors! 

Our practices are open to anyone who'd like to come out and try our 
"breathless" sport.  Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 pm or Sundays at    
5:30 at the Talisman Center in Calgary. 

Upcoming Underwater 
Hockey Drop-In Open House 
Pools sessions for new or     
returning players to come out 
& try underwater hockey on: 

Saturday, April 12, NAIT Pool, 
12Noon -1 pm  

Saturday, May 10th,          
NAIT Pool, 12 Noon —1 pm 

Please RSVP to: 

Adam Jocksch: Cell: 267-9610 

 

 

 

 

 

 

⇒  Best Wishes & Good Luck  from EUHC to all          
Canadian U/W Hockey Players who committed      
to & made the Canadian teams for travel to the                    
upcoming 2008 World Championships in             
Durban, South Africa.  

Gr.Britain VS Australia—Elite Women 2006 Photo by Sol Neelman 



PLAN TO JOIN THE FUN - DIVERS & FAMILIES! 
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Saturday, May 17th– STARTS at Old Fort Point Bridge - Watch for the road-side “Dive Flag” Signs 
REGISTRATION – Meet & register Saturday morning, 9:30 am at Old Fort Point Bridge parking lot or at (if possible) at Jasper Wapiti 
Campground on Friday evening, Section RR.  Aquathon Registration for Divers: $10 or $15 for a Family Registration (2 participating 
adults & 2-3 kids) or for a “Buddy Team Registration” ($20 pp with AUC Membership Renewal!)  Need a Dive Buddy?? Just let the organizers know!                          

ATHABASCA RIVER RACE EVENT – 11:00 am – Register at parking lot at Old Fort Point Bridge (meet later for a Mass start on the        
Athabasca River at Marmot Pit road) with a 10 km float down the Athabasca River (exposure suits a must!).  Flotation recommended 
& is limited to devices with no mechanical steering (e.g. inner tubes and air mattresses) BUDDY TEAMS must stay together. Race end 
location is same as Registration area at Old Fort Point Bridge parking lot.  Volunteers needed to help with race & vehicle shuttle. 
NOTE: PRIZES FOR THE FASTEST TIMES & BEST DECORATED!!                                                                                                                  
LUNCH (following the race) at Old Fort Point Bridge Parking lot (see map) Hot dogs and liquid refreshments for registrants         
(meal tickets available at extra cost for additional adults, kids are free).  Balance of day is free for diving, family time, etc.  

Sunday, May 18th – Starts with fine eats at the Pancake Breakfast @  8:30 AM—9: 30 AM  at the                 
WAPITI CAMPGROUND (Section RR) then Dive Events at LAKE EDITH at 11 AM, followed BBQ at 6 PM 
usually back at the Wapiti Campground Cook Shelter nearest to Section RR (watch for Dive Flag Signs)  
PANCAKE BREAKFAST (pre-dive) is included in registration for participants & families, usually in Section RR, Wapiti Campground, 
8:30 am to 9:30 am, watch for the road-side Dive Flags & crowds of hungry campers! 

AQUA-THON DIVE EVENTS – Bring your gear, pack a snack & meet at shore of Lake Edith at 11 am for fun and challenging events: 

 Navigation – Test your navigational skills as you and your buddy try to locate the various points around the course, bring 
 your own compass & small diving slate 

Mystery Dive – It’s a secret!  You and your buddy will be challenged to a fun diving event – so bring your gear & we’ll    
supply the rest! 

U/W Buoyancy Challenge—Try to dive the underwater obstacle course without stirring up the silt or snagging yourself or 
your gear on the hula-hoops suspended from the bottom. 

Golf Ball Snorkel - Wetsuits preferred for easiest use, dry suits are possible (but tricky); buddy teams must snorkel for &    
retrieve the most golf balls in 6-20 ft of water near the shore of Lake Edith. 

BBQ (BYOM-Bring Your Own Meat BBQ), SOCIAL & PRIZE PRESENTATIONS – 6:00 pm -Wapiti Campground Section RR  (usually at 
nearest Cookhouse, watch for signs) BBQ, Baked Potatoes, salad and refreshments provided. PLEASE bring your own meat/veggie & 
utensils to the BBQ plus any special additional refreshments & don’t forget lawn chairs!  Monday is a “free day”, plan another dive, 
spend time with family/friends, take in the sights of Jasper, ride up the tramway, take a hike, etc. 

MR & MS AQUATHON: Awarded to the registrants (male & female) best exhibiting the “Aqua-thon Spirit” of fun and partici-

pation, including general spirit, participation in number of events and participation with different team members for each event.                            

JR. AQUATHON: Awarded to participant (male or female) under age of 18 years best exhibiting the “Aquathon Spirit”.   
BRING A NEW PARTICIPANT* TO THE AQUATHON & GET BOTH NAMES ENTERED INTO A  SPECIAL PRIZE DRAW!!         
(*New participant includes divers who have not attended in past three years!) 

 



News from the AUC Board 
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COMMENTS?    QUESTIONS? 

IDEAS?      CONCERNS?  

PLEASE CONTACT A   

BOARD MEMBER!                         

They are always ready & 

willing to talk membership.   

REMEMBER THIS IS         

YOUR COUNCIL! 

November Mtg Highlights—Present—    
Tom Davies, Gord Ross,  Dave Pohl, Mike 
Hussey, Tony Lamb, Brian Nadwidny, 
Heather Rowe, Absent– Axel Kollewyn, 
Thye Sing Wong, Gilles Benoiton, Jeff 
Grimson                                                    
President’s Report::Tom reports that our 
meeting with  the ARSPW foundation 
went well and we will continuing to re-
ceive our grant from that organization.                                              
Treasurer’s  Report:  Our next casino has 
been scheduled for  April 14/15, 2008 
which is 6 months sooner than expected 
which is good as we are having no prob-
lem with spending our “Gaming funds” as 
per Gaming Guidelines                                         
Director at Large reports—Brian Nadwidny: 
It has proven to be impossible to get a 
decent venue to hold a Divescapes in 
2008. Therefore we will be looking at 
2009 for this event.                                  
New Business: Brian Nadwidny—Safety 
equipment purchase—due to in incident 
during one of our Discover Scuba classes, 
a motion was put forth that the Discover 
Scuba van should be equipped with an 
Emergency O2 kit and an AED kit. The 
motion passed unanimously. An applica-
tion will be made to get a grant to cover 
50% of the purchase.                                       
Brian Nadwidny—Minnewanka cleanup—
After discussions with Parks Canada in 
Banff, it was decided to hold an UW 
cleanup at Minnewanka. A motion was 
made to hold this cleanup on Sept 6  & 
7th. Motion passed unanimously.                        
Next meeting January 14. No  meeting to 
be held in December. 

January Mtg Highlights    Present—Tom 
Davies, Dave Pohl,  Gilles Benoiton, Mike 
Hussey, Tony Lamb, Brian Nadwidny, 
Heather Rowe, Thye Sing Wong, Jeff Grim-
son, Axel Kollewyn, Absent—Gord Ross 
Treasurer reports— A couple of the GIC’s 
became due Jan 11/08, $20,000 was 
cashed back in and put into the Gaming 
Account.                                                     
Executive Director’s Report— Still working 
on setting up the Remote Network so I can 
work from home but still access the email 
& computer from here at the Percy Page 
Building. The old “computer”  is our “back 
up” and is running very slow & running 
out of memory. So another computer is 
being purchased asap to help keep the 
office running smoothly. Approx cost: 
$1200.                                                       
Director at Large Reports: Gilles Benoiton— 
Underwater hockey  is going very well. I’ve 
made the “Canadian Elite Men’s Team” 
going to South Africa for the World’s09. 
EUHC has a “Open House” planned for  

Saturday Jan 19th at NAIT, followed by a course 
starting every Sat between 12-1pm at NAIT.  

New Business—Scuba Film Night: Brian Nad-
widny— In lieu of holding Divescapes this year we 
have an idea to ask the stores/clubs to submit & 
present Video, DVD or Power Point format presen-
tations to highlight their Underwater Amateur 
photographers and videographers. The Royal 
Alberta Museum Theatre has been approached 
for costs to hold the event in Edmonton. We 
would also run the same event for the Calgary 
stores and their people. Venues for Calgary will be 
checked out.                                                           
Alternate fund raising activities— Research will be 
done into finding out how much commitment is 
needed to get involved at selling 50/50 tickets at 
Edmonton Oilers and Oil Kings games as this may 
prove to be a viable option for additional fund 
raising. Next Meeting Feb. 11. 

February Meeting Highlights: Present–                 
Tom Davies, Dave Pohl,  Gilles Benoiton, Mike 
Hussey, Brian Nadwidny, Heather Rowe, Thye 
Sing Wong, Axel Kollewyn, Absent—Gord Ross,     
Jeff Grimson, Tony Lamb                                        
Treasurer’s Report—Some investments in GIC’s 
have matured & were put into Cons. Gaming 
Account, plus have purchased new GIC’s for 
$25,000 from General Funds with maturity date 
Aug 09. Executive Director’s Report—The office 
has been very busy in the last month with many 
reports finished and sent to the various govern-
ment bodies– We have set up the new computer 
& network access so Dave & I can work from 
home.- Planning for the Boat & Sportsman Shows 
that are coming up, however not attending the 
Calgary Boat Show as they didn’t receive my fax 
reserving the booth & unable to get in on cancel-
lation list, however we have secured a booth for 
the Edmonton Show in March.                             
Director at Large Reports: Brian Nadwidny— The 
AUC was represented at the Vancouver Aquar-
ium’s “Divers Weekend” show held January 
19/20th. As BC is the number one destination for 
Alberta divers, this event is proving to be  an excel-
lent means to keep lines of communication open 
between the Alberta and BC diving communities. 
Also Alberta Ice Diving was heavily promoted with 
brochures that had ice diving dates and the asso-
ciated shop printed on them. Also I will be attend-
ing the Boston Sea Rovers clinic in March. There 
are people speaking there that will be of interest 
as presenters for future Divescapes/Film shows.  
Thye Sing Wong—- the Uof A Scuba club is setting 
up a “Big Brothers” Discover Scuba Program, They 
have $1200 to work with and the club will be 
donating pool time for this effort. The club is also 
working on a PR Campaign  and membership 
drive for the club. Old Business –Brian Nadwidny: 
Film shows—Edmonton Film Show – June 7th has 
been tentatively booked at Royal Alberta Provin-
cial Museum Theatre at $1300 for rental & AV 

fees. Talking to Edmonton Stores – not sure if 
they will support this. Calgary is still being sorted 
out with regards to venue, organization, etc. 
Next meeting March 10.                                  
March 10th Mtg Highlights -Present—              
Tom Davies, Gord Ross,  Dave Pohl, Tony Lamb, 
Heather Rowe, Axel Kollewyn, Thye Sing Wong, 
Jeff Grimson.  Absent– Brian Nadwidny, Gilles 
Benoiton, Mike Hussey. President’s Report::  The 
Red Deer Show was well represented by Mike 
Hussey, Wayne Zimmerman, John & Cathie 
McCuaig. Our AGM is coming up on April 26th in 
Red Deer; interested board members should get 
their nomination forms in soon. Please recruit 
other able & interested members if possible. As 
reported by Dave: our global pooling has gone 
up from $89 to $93 and we are now at $129.11 
per worker per event worked.                                               
Vice President’s Report— Gord is glad to be back 
in town! He went up to Twin Lakes & opened up 
the Wing Diver’s Facility for the North West 
Scuba booking on Saturday Mar 8/9.             
Treasurer’s Report—The 2007 statement shows 
that we have +$10,000. Due to the Casino date 
coming up earlier than anticipated (April 08), this 
resulted in an adjustment for the “Per Worker” 
credit. We now have approx. $80,000 owing to 
the clubs, with the Casino Funds spread out over 
2 years. Term deposits are $109,126. - with inter-
est income is $4000. I am pleased to present this 
Financial Statement at our upcoming AGM as we 
are spending money where we should.          
Executive Director’s Report— Met with the Dive    
Outfitters, NW Scuba & Ocean Sports about the 
FILM SHOW – 2 out of 3 support this but want us 
to keep the price as low as possible. Calgary 
might an even be a tougher market to sell this 
idea to. Director at Large Reports: Thye Sing 
Wong—Have been working with Cathie on   
Marketing and Public Relations.  

Next meeting April 7,  

ANNUAL GENERAL MTG: AGM: April 26/08 



DIVE SAFETY NEWS—BE LIGHTNING SMART! 
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within that 10 km. If you count less than 
30 seconds, take shelter,      preferably in 
a house or all-metal        automobile (not a 
convertible top) or in a low-lying area. 
Lightning may strike    several kilometres 
away from the parent cloud and precau-
tions should be taken even if the thunder-
storm is not directly overhead.                                                     

Learn the 30-30 rule!                 
Take appropriate shelter when you can 
count 30 seconds or less between      
lightning and thunder.                                                     

Remain sheltered for               
30 minutes after the last     
thunder. If caught outdoors:                 
Keep a safe distance from tall objects, 
such as trees, hilltops, and telephone 
poles.   Avoid projecting above the     
surrounding landscape. Seek shelter in 
low-lying areas such as valleys, ditches 
and depressions but be aware of flood-
ing.   

Stay away from water!         
Don't go boating or swimming if a storm 
threatens and land as quickly as possible 
if you are on the water. Get out of the 
water, it's a great conductor of electricity. 
Stay off the beach and out of small boats 
or canoes. If caught in a boat, crouch 
down in the center away from metal 
hardware.                                           

Swimming, wading,    
snorkeling and scuba    
diving are NOT SAFE!                                        
Lightning can strike the water and travel 
some distance from its point of contact. 
Don't stand in puddles even if you are 
wearing rubber boots.                            
Stay away from objects that conduct  
electricity , such as tractors, golf carts, golf 
clubs, metal fences, motorcycles, lawn-
mowers and bicycles.                            
Avoid being the highest point in an open 
area. Swinging a golf club or holding an 
umbrella or fishing rod can make you the 
tallest object and a target for lightning. 
Take off shoes with metal cleats.              
You are safe inside a car during lightning , 
but don't park near or under trees or 
other tall objects which may topple over 
during a storm.                                           

Be aware of downed power lines which may 
be touching your car. You are safe inside the 
car, but you may receive a shock if you step 
outside.  In a forest , seek shelter in a low-
lying area under a thick growth of small trees 
or bushes.  Keep alert for flash floods ,    
sometimes caused by heavy rainfall, if seeking 
shelter in a ditch or low-lying area.  If caught 
in a level field far from shelter and you feel 
your hair stand on end, lightning may be 
about to hit you. Kneel on the ground       
immediately, with feet together, place your 
hands on your knees and bend forward. 
Don't lie flat.                                                        

If you are in a group in the 
open, spread out, keeping 
people several yards apart.! 

Indoor Precautions:                     
Before the storm hits , disconnect electrical 
appliances including radios and television 
sets. Do not touch them during the storm. 

Don't go outside unless absolutely necessary. 

Keep away from doors, windows, fireplaces , 
and anything that will conduct            
electricity, such as radiators, stoves, sinks, 
and metal pipes. Keep as many walls as 
possible between you and the outside. 

Don't handle electrical equipment or tele-
phones. Use battery operated appliances 
only. 

Note: Persons who have been struck by  
lightning receive an electrical shock but do 
not carry an electrical charge and can be 
safely handled. Victims may be suffering from 
burns or shock and should receive medical 
attention immediately. If breathing has 
stopped, mouth-to-mouth resuscitation 
should be administered. If breathing and 
pulse are absent, cardio-pulmonary              
resuscitation is required.                                              
(Reprinted from Environment Canada Website) 

NEWS REPORT FROM: 23 July 2007: 
In a rare occurrence a  Florida scuba 
diver has been killed after his tank 
was struck by lightning ...Associate 
Press is reporting that  "Deerfield 
Beach resident Stephen Wilson was 
diving with three others off a boat 
near Deerfield Beach when a severe 
thunderstorm warning was in effect 
in the area.  
When he surfaced, "Lightning struck 
his tank," said Deerfield Beach fire 
Chief Gary Fernaays. "He was       
approximately 30 feet from the boat 
at the time."  Wilson's three diving  
buddies got the injured diver into 
their boat and called for help.  A         
Pompano Beach rescue crew could 
not revive the diver and he was pro-
nounced dead.  An autopsy deter-
mined that the man had died of  
electrocution.  

Lightning  is an electrical         

discharge caused when static elec-
tricity builds up between thunder-
clouds, or thunderclouds and the 
ground. Lightning strokes carry up 
to 100 million volts of electricity and 
leap from cloud to cloud, or cloud to 
ground and vice versa. Lightning 
tends to strike higher ground and 
prominent objects, especially good 
conductors of electricity such as 
metal.                                                            
Thunder is the noise caused by the 
explosive expansion of air due to the 
heat generated by a lightning     
discharge. Thunder may have a 
sharp cracking sound when light-
ning is close by, compared to a   
rumbling noise produced by more 
distant strokes.   Because light travels 
at a faster speed than sound, you 
can see a lightning bolt before the 
sound of thunder reaches you.                               
To judge how close lightning is, 
count the seconds between the flash 
and the thunder clap. Each second 
represents about 300 meters. If you 
can count less than 30 seconds   
between the lightning strike and the 
thunder, the storm is less than 10 km 
away and there is an 80 percent 
chance the next strike will happen 



Underwater Archeology Opportunity in Spain—Cont’d 

U of A Scuba Appreciation Club: Trip to California 
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Diving the California 

Kelp Forests off 

Catalina Island. 

and take photographs of them for     
documentation.  

Tim, Colin, Emanuela and I all felt the 
same when we were able to put our 
fingers into the grooves made by the 
ancient potter’s fingers.                  
ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE!!!  Some of 
the pottery is from 100 BC and no 
one has touched it for over 1700 
years.  I had my picture taken with it 
and very carefully replaced it in its 
spot.   Placing it back down, I also 
noticed a stamp on the side.  When 
we returned to the museum          
Fernando got very excited about the 
find. Through some excited transla-
tion to English, we found out the 
piece was very significant.  It defi-
nitely connected the ancient Roman 
city that they where excavating on 
the hill to the harbour waters below. 
Next trip (6 spots left): Nov 15-30/08 

If you would like to learn what the 
stamp meant or more about the up-
coming trip -Please contact Dianna at 
dianna@oceansports.ca. 

Photo: Tim, Emanuela, Colin and Diana 

Reading Week Trip to Santa Catalina 

 

Our second annual Reading Week Trip to Santa Catalina was an even better event this year 
with nine people and great weather. Five of us drove down while four flew. We all met up 
at a hotel in LA and spent the night at Huntington Beach. 

 

The second day we took the ferry over to Santa Catalina and got suited up for our first 
dives. All of us couldn't wait to get in the water especially since it was the first time for a few 
of us. Thye certified three students on this trip with them accessing the Grant U-21. 

 

The next few days it was just shore diving and boat diving galore, some of it at night. For 
the three students their first dive as certified divers was a night dive in perfect conditions 
with a full moon out, calm seas, and high tides. We saw moray eels out in the open,       
octopus, lobsters, and a lot more. To top all of that off, our first day boat diving, a friendly 
seal (some say it was a sea lion) came up and played with us for quite some time. 

 

This could have possibly been the best trip yet. Everyone on the trip was absolutely fun and 
couldn't wait to get back out on another trip. 

Please visit our website for updates: uofascuba.com 

Signs that your Dive Buddy is a lawyer: 

• He threatens to sue Smuckers for his    
jellyfish stings.  

• He exclaims, "The only Bends that I'm  
going to get is a Mercedes." 

• He doesn't need a cage to dive with 
sharks because of professional courtesy. 

• He reminds you not to leave your 
dive gloves behind, saying, "If only 
O.J. had listened." 

• He actually reads every word of 
the Scuba Liability Waiver Form. 

DIVE HUMOUR 



DIVE ALBERTA 2008 EVENTS—Mark your Calendars & Make Plans to Join Us! 
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DIVE ALBERTA 08 
CONTEST:  

Your Chance to WIN: $250 GIFT   
CERTIFICATE from the Alberta Dive 
Store of your choice just by entering 

at least 2 AUC Dive Alberta            
Events in 2008 

More events entered 

= more chances to WIN! 

AUC’s Dive Alberta 08 Events: 

May 17/18th—JASPER AQUATHON & 
River Race, May Long-weekend, Jasper 

June 14—TREASURE HUNT & Lake 
Cleanup at TWIN LAKES, near Winfield, 
hosted by Wing Divers Club 

July 20th—BOW RIVER Float & Snorkel at 
Bowness Park, Calgary 

Aug 16th—U/W RODEO & Lake Cleanup 
hosted by: Wet & Wild Club of Fort Mac 
and the 4-Wing Cold Lake Scuba Club 

Aug 23rd—WATERTON BEARGRASS Dive 
Event & Lake Cleanup—hosted by 
Lethbridge Scuba Group & Anderson 
Aquatics 

Sept 6 & 7th—NEW EVENT—U/W Lake 
Cleanups in BANFF at both Two Jack Lk 
and Lake Minnewanka 

Sept 13th—Nick Young Memorial       
GULL LAKE Underwater Cleanup at      
Wilson’s Beach, Gull Lk, AB 

Sept 14th—Sylvan Lake U/W Clean-up 
hosted by the AUC, Northwest Scuba & 
local dive centres 

Sept 27th—PUMPKIN DIVE & Lake 
Cleanup, hosted by Buffalo Divers Club & 
Davco Diving at Clear Lake, near       
Wainwright 

Jasper Edmonton 

Cold Lake 

Wainwright 

Twin Lakes 

Gull Lake 

Sylvan Lake 

Calgary 
Banff 

Waterton Lakes 

Check out the AUC’s or host club’s    
Website just prior to the event to get    

up-to-date info & please RSVP! 

www.albertaunderwatercouncil.com 



CREATURE FEATURE ……………………….by Andy Lamb 
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This article is meant to introduce 
a regular series in “UNDERWATER 
ALBERTA” newsletter whereby 
Andy Lamb will answer reader’s 
questions about experiences with 
aquatic creatures they have 
encountered.   Help with Pacific 
Northwest species identification is 
the primary focus for this column.  

Obviously 
photographic 
submissions work 
best but sketches 
and/or 
descriptions may 
also suffice.   

Send questions and/or photos to 
EDITOR@ 
albertaunderwatercouncil.com  

ONE FISH, TWO FISH. THREE FISH,  
MORE FISH!! 

Divers tend to notice fish. Perhaps, this 
is due to a general familiarity with these 
finned creatures. Or is it that they usu-
ally move? Or is it because many are 
large or colourful? Or maybe it is a com-
bination of all of these factors -- and 
more?  

Historically, spearfishing was a primary 
interaction between divers and fish. 
More recently, with the availability of 
inexpensive and small underwater cam-
eras, many SCUBA enthusiasts shoot 
photographs of these wonderful ani-
mals instead.  Take only pics, leave only 
bubbles is the mantra in this new era of 
ecological awareness & consciousness. 

During a recent trip to the Sunshine 
Coast, B.C., the three accompanying 
photographs were shot by Alberta diver 
John McCuaig while diving with his 
wife Cathie and Joe Fowler. These nice 
shots were apparently taken between 
40 and 80 ft.  Congratulations John —-  

Fish are often difficult to photograph 
because they move and frequently try 
and avoid the entire process.  

The striped species appearing in image 
above is a painted greenling …..               
Oxylebius pictus..  While it only grows to 
a maximum length of 25 cm (10 in.), this 
active bottom dweller usually shows 
little fear of divers. Indeed, it often con-
fronts observers and may even appear 
to follow them around. The brightly 
coloured individual pictured may actu-
ally be a breeding male. When courting 
or guarding an egg mass, the male 

painted greenling usually adjusts its alternat-
ing dark/light striped pattern. In this sce-
nario, the light bands become darker and 
somewhat obliterate the basic pattern.  

In image 
#2, an 
adult 
quillback 
rockfish -  
Sebastes 
maliger 
rests 
upon a 
boot 
sponge 
extend-
ing from 
a vertical 
wall. 
This is a 
very 
typical 
quillback 

with a dark posterior end, a yellowish 
‘saddle’ and deeply notched spiny dorsal fin. 
Its raised dorsal fin indicates that John was 
able to ‘snap’ this shot just before the threat-
ened specimen moved off its perch. Inciden-
tally, another concerned fish had already 
decided to flee the scene. Exiting below, is a 
juvenile yellow eye rockfish —-                       
Sebastes ruberrimus. The characteristic 
striped pattern of the juvenile disappears 
upon adulthood. Then this fish (incorrectly 
called red snapper) assumes a yellowish  
orange and usually moves deeper, away 
from comfortable sport diving depths. 

This dramatic 3rd photograph above   
features a head-on pose of an adult tiger 
rockfish Sebastes nigrocinctus. Solitary 
and aggressive, this rockfish seldom 
strays far from its home shelter. The indi-
vidual classically confronts John, show-
ing its characteristic pink and striped 
colouration. Even if this bold fish would 
have backed down and retreated into its 
cave, it would likely have re-emerged and 
provided John with a second chance. 
Good fish photography requires patience 
together with an understanding of    
species behavior. 

Andy & Virginia  Lamb 

Introducing………………………………             
Bio of Our “Creature Feature”                         
Author:   Andy Lamb ………….A marine 
biologist & diver who has worked as chief 
collector at the  Vancouver Aquarium and as 
fish  culturist with Fisheries & Oceans      
Canada.  He is a frequent contributor to 
many publications including Diver, Western      
Angling, Northwest Dive News, Nature      
Canada, Pacific Search and Skin Diver    
Magazine.  He is a very funny & popular 
speaker appearing at many dive conferences 
including several of AUC’s Divescapes               
conferences in the past. 



COME to the AGM in Red Deer—Vote & Enjoy Lunch & Film Show 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & ELECTION: 

On Saturday, April 26th, 2008 

At: Collicutt Centre (Swimming Pool), 3031-30 Ave,  

RED DEER, AB T4N 3T4,  

Meeting Room, 2nd Floor 

TIME: 10 AM SHARP to 2 PM 

FILM SHOW & LUNCH TO FOLLOW AGM 

Film Show: Sunken Train Cars & Ferry Boats of Kootenay Lake, DVD Presentation by 

John McCuaig AND Ritchie Kohler’s 2007 Peconic Wreck Expedition,  a DVD by Ken Thate.  
The SS Peconic is an 1881 English built 270’ steamer which sank in 70’ of sea water during a hurricane 
in August 1905 off the Georgia Coast.                                                                       

PLEASE RSVP to AUC OFFICE        
(See enclosed for Nomination Forms, And Map) 

11759 Groat Road 
Edmonton, AB, Canada 

T5M 3K6 
 

Phone: 780-427-9125 
Toll Free Ph: 1-888-307-8566 

Fax: 780-427-8139 
E-mail: 

info@albertaunderwatercouncil.com 
www.albertaunderwatercouncil.com 

 FREE TO NEW MEMBERS—  ONE YEAR AUC            
MEMBERSHIP ACTIVATION 

  New diver or underwater hockey player?  Or just heard about the AUC?   

Please print clearly the info below, then phone, mail or scan/email                                

Name 

Address 

Address 

CITY                             POSTAL  CODE 

Phone E—MAIL ADDRESS           Do you wish to receive E-News Bulletins?  Yes/No 

Dive Club or Dive Store Affiliation—if applicable, OR           
Underwater Hockey Club 

CIRCLE LEVEL OF CERTIFICATION:  O/W, ADVANCED, DIVE MASTER, INSTRUCTOR        

OR OTHER: PLAYER,  COACH,   CLUB EXECUTIVE 

MALE/FEMALE DATE OF BIRTH: M/D/Y 

Thank you for your membership—together we can make things happen! 

AUC—supporting underwater sports in Alberta since 1961! 



NEWS FROM ALBERTA DIVE CLUBS:  
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New technical instructor comes to Alberta!!                        
Dan MacKay, formerly from Kingston,      
Ontario has moved to Bashaw, Alberta. Our 
gain is certainly Ontario’s loss. Dan is best 
known in this area as a speaker at Divescapes 
2006. Dan began diving in 1992 but in 1997 
he began diving in earnest and pursued a 
career in the diving industry. He became a 
Global Underwater Explorers (GUE) Techni-
cal instructor in the fall of 1999. In the year 
2000 he founded Northern Tech Diver in 
Kingston, Ontario. Dan currently teaches 
technical diving internationally full time. He is 
an avid videographer, photographer and 
author. He typically completes over 300 dives 
a year, about half of which are mixed gas 
technical OC or Rebreather dives. In addition 
to all this Dan has earned his private pilot’s 
license. Dan’s latest book “Dress For Success” 
(available at Aquasport in Calgary) has been 
wildly popular for those starting out on the 
technical path.                                                               
Dan is currently one of only 8 instructors in 
the world  that can teach the highly in-
demand and rigorous GUE  Tech 2 course 
and one of only 4 in North America. Dan’s 
schedule will still have him traveling the 
world teaching courses but he is happy to 
now be able to offer them to Alberta divers 
as well. Classes such as GUE’s “GUE Funda-
mentals” course have proven to be very 
popular worldwide and now with easier 
access, Alberta divers now have the opportu-
nity to take advantage of a local instructor.                         
For those interested in taking GUE courses 
from Dan or just wanting to welcome him to 
our province, he can still be reached at his 
Northern Tech Diver email address : 
dan@northenrtechdiver.com  For more infor-
mation on GUE and its’ courses go  to 
www.gue.com  

CALGARY:                                                         
SUB AQUATIC SCUBA CLUB:  This year’s events 
included the (difficult task this year) of replacing 
& removing the “Dive Marker Buoys” at Lake 
Minnewanka, in Banff in 2008.  The lake is a 
reservoir, operated by TransAlta Utilities so the 
ever-changing lake levels, spring run-off, winds & 
rains made for interesting & often challenging 
visibility for diving this year.  We are working 
with the Banff Park staff to re-think, re-design,   
re-position the dive marker buoys with the diver’s 

safety in mind.  Alberta divers are also   
reminded not to use the “Boat Launch” 
area to enter & exit their dives at Lake 
Minnie as this area is heavy with boat 
traffic in summer.                                     
SCUBA DIVER’S DINNER GROUP: Meets: 3rd 
Mondays each month at: Emerald Garden Res-
taurant, at the corner of 9 St & 16 Ave, NW,   
Calgary at 6:15 pm for Dinner followed by a Film 
Show or DVD Presentation at 6:45 pm.  Costs: 
Dinner: $15, plus Beer/Wine: $3.50 extra  Usual 
attendance: 30-50 Divers, All are welcome—
especially Tropical Divers!                                  
UNDERWATER OUTLAWS: see their website at: 
underwateroutlaws.com 

COLD LAKE                                                     
4 WING COLD LAKE SCUBA CLUB:   Co-Host of 
Annual Event: U/W Rodeo, & Lake Cleanup,   
Cold Lake usually held on 3rd Saturday of     
August.  see their website at:  http://
www3.telus.net/public/jjparr/clubs/scuba.htm 
EDMONTON: 
AQUA-NAUTS SKIN & SCUBA DIVING CLUB:   
Meets Friday Evenings at O’Leary Pool year-
round, 9pm-10pm, 8804– 132 Ave, All are    
welcome. 
NAARS:  Northern Alberta Aquatic Rescue    
Society has on-going Public Diver & Rescue   
Training scheduled throughout the year. See 
their website: http://www.geocities.com/
Yosemite/Trails/3310, Email: naars-
admin@shaw.ca 

PUB DIVERS:  Usually meets once per month 
during the off season at a centrally located    
Edmonton Pub for an evening of meeting, greet-
ing & swapping dive stories with other divers.     
Contact: nadwidny@gmail.com to be added to 
contact list—for notification about Pub Nites, pool 
dives, local summer dives, etc. 

U OF A SCUBA APPRECIATION CLUB  for more 
info, see their website for upcoming events:  
uofascuba.com, see trip report for Catalina    
Island, CA for Reading Week trip in Feb 08 

VOODOO GAS DIVERS                                        
See Aqua-Tek Scuba’s website for their calendar 
of monthly meetings @ aquatekscuba.com             

WING DIVERS’ CLUB—meets every Tuesday nite 
at Scona Pool, 7:30-8:30 pm, Sept thru to end of 
April 08, time changes to: 8:00 pm—9:00 pm for 
May till end of June.  Club report: 14 members 
travelled to Mexican Riviera for a dive & relax on 
the beach holiday in Jan 2008  

FORT McMURRAY                                                
Wet & WILD DIVING SOCIETY OF Fort McMurray: 
Living or working up in Fort Mac?? See their 
website @ www.ghphoto.ca/wwscuba/           
Co-Host of Annual Event: U/W Rodeo, & Lake 
Cleanup, Cold Lake usually held on 3rd Saturday 
of August. Monthly Club Mtgs: May 6/08,      
June 3/08, etc. 

GRANDE PRAIRIE                                                   
GP SCUBA GROUP meets every third Sunday of 
the month.—(no news submitted) 

LETHBRIDGE                                                      
Scuba Group Lethbridge: See Anderson       
Aquatics’ website for upcoming trips: 
www.awesomeadventures.ca                          
Galapagos - Nov 2008 , Three spots left!             
WAINWRIGHT                                                     
Buffalo Divers:  Canadian Forces, Wainwright ,  
New president is Andrew Laschuk,  Phone:  Hm: 
780-842-6168, crusader@telus.net                                                    
Davco Diving Aquamaniacs                              
Local recreational club in Wainwright, see the 
website from Davco Diving for upcoming trips, 
meetings, local dives, etc. Contact: Dave &      
Connie Faas, PH: (780) 842-5559.                           

http://www.davco.cc 
Co-Host of Annual Event:  Pumpkin Dive & Lake 
Cleanup, usually held on the last Saturday of  
Sept or early Oct.                                                

Attn: DIVERS— 

NW DIVE & TRAVEL EXPO! 

May 3 & 4, 2008 
Tacoma, Convention Center 

The Largest Consumer Diving and Travel 
Show in the Pacific Northwest 

• 129 interactive and entertaining exhibits 
and vendor booths. 

• Try Scuba FREE in the indoor DEMO pool. 

• See and learn about new and innovative 
products. 

• Attend manufacturer and educational 
seminars to learn new dive skills. 

• Talk to resort owners and trip providers to 
get ideas for future trips. 

• Get great deals on dive equipment and 
travel. 

• Talk with owners and senior management 
of all kinds of dive companies for products, 
services and travel destinations. 

www.diveandtravelexpo.com 

PADI Member Forum—              
Mon July 28, 2008 at 7:00 PM  

Hosted by: Northwest Scuba        
Ventures  

Location: 6815-104 St.,  

Edmonton , AB, T6H 2L5 

(Please RSVP to PADI ) 



NEWS FROM ALBERTA DIVE RETAILERS & TRAVEL AGENCIES 
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CALGARY:                                                             
Adventures in Scuba……… Trips in the 
Works: Costa Rica: May 08, BC West 
Coast, Fall 2008. OR Kona Aggressor 
Hawaii: Nov 15-22/08, Website:         
adventuresinscuba.com                           

Aqua Sport Scuba Ltd … …                
Sundance Lake Cleanup (limited partici-
pants):    June 1.  Diver Enhancement 
Weekend in Banff: Aug 16/08.  Check 
out our website for upcoming trips     
coming soon:  aquasportscuba.com                     

The Dive Shop ……The Dive Shop prom-
ises the highest level of satisfaction; with 
more than 36 years experience, and our 
guarantee, you will always be getting the 
best service and price, anywhere in North 
America! Not only do we promise the 
best customer satisfaction, but we also 
offer the best advice and information to 
all snorkelers,  divers, and anyone who 
loves water, so that they can get the 
most out of their experience and enjoy 
their water activities to the fullest! Many 
more trips to Port Hardy and Porpoise 
Bay, contact The Dive Shop for info. 
www.diveshopscuba.com 

EDMONTON                                            
Aqua-Tek Scuba Ltd…………...Dive BC 
on the Explorer!  Join Aqua-Tek Scuba on 
our Explorer DB Charter in Nanaimo.   
Jeff and crew await to provide you with 
some of the best diving in the world on 
our 24' Rigid Hull Inflatable.  West Coast 
dates May 19-23, Aug 25-30, Oct 13-17, 
plus Club trip to Cold Lake U/W Rodeo: 
Aug 16/08.  Tropical: Sea of Cortez from 
La Paz, Mexico, Sept 09 or Christmas in 
Puerto Rico.   If interested please contact 
the shop or see our website: 
aquatekscuba.com                                                                                                           

The Dive Outfitters Ltd ……………...  
WANT TO DIVE DRY???  Dive Outfitters & 
Whites Drysuits hosting a DRYSUIT 
DEMO DAY & BBQ on April 22/08,           
2—8pm at Neck Point near Nanaimo or 
Dive Nanaimo on May Long Weekend,       
May 16—19/08. see our website:         
thediveoutfitters.ca                     

Northwest Scuba Ltd …………..       
West Coast Trip: Aug 3-10/08: Hornby 
Island.       Exotic Adventure in Red 
Sea/Egypt:     Nov 3-18/08  see website:                 
northwestscuba.com                                   

 

EDMONTON: Cont’d……….                    
Ocean Sports Ltd….. Is not an ordinary store. 
We are an extraordinary full-service-attention-to-
details-and-won't-do-you-wrong store. We serve 
clients who live in Edmonton and throughout 
Canada. We are confident we can serve your all 
your water sport equipment needs. Whether its 
scuba diving, water skiing, wake-boarding or just 
general fun on the water... now and into the 
future we're here with you every step of the way.  
Trips:  Abyssal Charters/Quadra Island: May 4-
9/08, AquaCat Bahamas Dive Cruises July 26-
Aug 2/08 or Roatan ‘09: Choose 1-2 Weeks—  
Feb 14 or 21st, 2009. See website:                    
oceansports.ca    

Sub Sea Experience ………   VICTORIA, BC:   
Adventure diving at its best- most holiday long 
weekends throughout the year! Explore the best 
locations, wrecks, and marine park sites from the 
club's own dive boat. Your input and experience 
sets the agenda for Victoria Day Weekend, Can-
ada Day, Civic Holiday in Aug, Labour Day Week-
end, Thanksgiving & Remembrance Day Week-
ends.  ALSO dive in TOFINO, BC Aug 30—Sept 
6/08.  Warm Water? Cozumel Mexico, July 26—
Aug 2/08, subseaexperience.com                                          

LACOMBE/BLACKFALDS                                  
Farrington Dive Services……….Sylvan Lake— 
we plan to be there almost daily next summer. 
Please call or drop us an email if you’re interested 
in boat diving from our new boat.  
www.farrdive.com              

LETHBRIDGE                                                     
Awesome Adventures ………. Upcoming trips  
West Coast: Sept 26-29/08, Galpagos - Nov/08 
Only one spot left!                                          
Website: awesomeadventures.com                                      

RED DEER                                                       
Mountain Tide Aquatics…… Is proud to     
announce the opening of new Red Deer       
Location. Upcoming West Coast trips, see our 
website: mountaintideaquatics.com 

WAINWRIGHT                                                 
Davco Diving…………………….Our mission is to 
have divers learn to appreciate and dive in our 
local conditions, so you are competent and can 
thoroughly enjoy West Coast and tropical div-
ing.  We also dive on weekends during the Al-
berta dive season; email us if you are wanting to 
spend a camping/diving weekend at nearby  
Arm Lake/Clear Lake.   www.davco.cc                       

PRESS RELEASE: NEW BOOK COMING TO  
ALBERTA DIVE STORES - By MID APRIL 08: 

Alberta author & diver: BILL HALL announces 
that his new Guide Book should be available 
soon.  Bill Hall and dive associates travelled 
to BC to compile this new book titled:       
DIVING BRITISH COLUMBIA LAKES & RIVERS 

“The dive guide contains entries on 75 of the 
top dive sites in the B.C. interior and follow a 
similar format to my earlier work: Diving 
Southern Alberta”.  The new dive guide fea-
tures dives in the Thomson Valley, the 
Shuswap, the Okanagan and the West 
Kootenays.  There are many entries describ-
ing sunken rail cars & boat wrecks from the 
steam engine era plus dramatic walls, cav-
erns and a very unique  site in BC containing 
a rare form of fresh water coral. Check with 
your local favorite retail dive centre soon! 



ALBERTA’S RETAIL DIVE CENTRES 
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The dive stores operating in   
Alberta provide a wide variety 
of services – from initial snorkel 
or scuba training and gear – to  
exotic travel opportunities.   
Help support them by shopping 
in Alberta.  Give your local store 
a visit via website, phone, email 
or in person today!    

  CALGARY: 

ADVENTURES IN SCUBA 

9950 MacLeod Trail South 

Calgary, AB T2J 3K9 

Ph: (403)299-7751 

Fax: (403) 299-6628 

www.adventuresinscuba.com 

AQUA-SPORT SCUBA  

101 Marda Loop,             
3411-20 Street SW               
Calgary, AB T2T 4Z6 

Ph:  (403) 686-6166 

Fax: (403) 686-6166              
www.aquasportscuba.com 

THE DIVE SHOP 

4652 McLeod Trail SW 

Calgary, AB T2G 5E8 

Tel: (403) 243-4616 

Fax: (403) 243-4664 

www.diveshopscuba.com 

COLD LAKE 

Air fill stations only: 

Contact: Charles Ehrich 

780-639-4564 

OR: 4 Wing Scuba Club 

c/o Larry Dublenko 

780-840-8000, ext.7959   

   

EDMONTON                    

AQUA-TEK SCUBA LTD. 

16919 - 111 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T5M 2S4 

Tel:  (780) 484-2780 

Fax: (780) 484-6850 

www.aquatekscuba.com 

 

THE DIVE OUTFITTERS 

17826 107 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T5S 1J1 

Tel: (780) 483-0044 

1-888-483-0049 

thediveoutfitters.ca 

 

NORTHWEST SCUBA 

6815 -104 Street 

Edmonton, AB T6H 2L5 

Tel: (780) 438-1218 

Fax: (780) 438-1479 

www.northwestscuba.com 

 

OCEAN SPORTS 

10133 - 82 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T6H IZ5 

Tel: (780) 432-1904 

Fax: (780) 439-3505 

www.oceansports.ca 

 

Sub Sea Experience 

6926 -104 Street 

Edmonton, AB T6H 2L7 

Tel: (780) 434-1433 

Fax: (780) 436-5430 

www.subseaexperience.com 

GRANDE PRAIRIE 

Norms Diving Service 

9604 -101 Avenue 

Grande Prairie, AB T8V OXl 

Tel: (780) 532-7478 

Just for You Dive Services 

Grande Prairie, AB T8V 3X5 

Tel; (780)-832-7209 

Email: donwel@telus.net 

LACOMBE/Blackfalds 

FARRINGTON DIVE          
SERVICES 

Contact: Roy Farrington 

R.R. #2 

Lacombe, AB TOC 1SO 

Tel: (403) 885-4635 

www.farrdive.com 

LETHBRIDGE 

ANDERSON AQUATICS 

314 -11 Street South 

Lethbridge, AB T1J 2N8 

Tel: (403) 328-5041 

Fax  (403) 328-3005 

www.awesomeadventures.ca 

MEDICINE HAT               
Jim Smith Scuba Sales &               
Instruction 

24 Stevenson Street SE 

Medicine Hat, AB T1B 3H1 

Tel  (403) 527-4426 

jim@ymca-medicinehat.org 

ALBERTA’S DIVE TRAVEL 
SPECIALISTS:                          
CARADONNA Dive  Tours:      
1-800-803-1383                     
caradonna.com 

DEEP DISCOVERIES                        
1-800-667-5362                           
deepdiscoveries.com 

RED DEER 

Mountain Tide Aquatics  

4972—78A Street 

Red Deer, AB T                   

PH: 403-844-4110              
Toll Free: 1-866-249-4721 

moutaintideaquatics.com 

Ocean Dwellers 

#5, 6782—50 Avenue 

Red Deer, AB T4N 4E1        

Ph: (403) 342-1060 

ST PAUL 

Atlantis Diving Ltd. 

Rob & Shelly Tymofichuk 

Box 1539 

St. Paul, AB T0A 3A0 

Tel:  (780) 645-1861 

Fax: (780) 645-1161 

WAINWRIGHT 

DAVCO DIVING 

Wainwright, AB 

Tel:  (780) 842-5559 

(Location: 1/8 East of 
WATC Gates)               
www.davco.cc        

 

⇒ Looking for Dive Travel 
with a group? 

Check out the trips offered 
by our Alberta Dive Centres 
or Alberta Dive Travel      

Specialists Companies.  

 

AUC thanks our outstanding  
Alberta Dive Businesses for 
their support:  

*BRONZE               
** SILVER               
*** GOLD 
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DIVE TRAVEL: 

The AUC provides this list of 
local Dive Travel  Specialists, 
Dive Charters, Dive Centres & 
even U/W Hockey travel info  to 
help you plan your next exotic 
international or west coast  
underwater trip: 

CARADONNA DIVE TOURS            
Calgary, AB                                
PH: 1-800-803-1383   
www.caradonna.com 

Deep Discoveries Dive Travel 
Specialists 
(800) 667-5362 (Toll Free) 
www.deepdiscoveries.com 

Just for You Crew &               
Dive Services                                 
1-888-258-7848                      
lyndell@jfy.ca 

Underwater Hockey Tourist 
www.pucku.org/tourist/  

WEST COAST DIVE TOUR     
OPERATORS  -                  

For more up-to-date listings of 
B.C. Dive Operators/             
Charters/Stores/Lodging see: 
www.bcdiveguide.com 

Abyssal Dive Charters        
Quathiaski Cove,                
Quadra Island, BC                       
1-800-499-2297 
www.abyssaldive.com 

Broken Island Adventures       
Bamfield, B.C. Phone:                  
1-888-728-6200                      
brokenislandadventures.com 

Cedar Beach  Resort                          
Phone: 250-246-9770 
Thetis Island, BC                            
cedar-beach.com 

The Dive Outfitters           
Nanaimo, Ph 250-756-1863    
the diveoutfitters.ca 

Dive Victoria/Ogden Point Dive 
Centre 
1-888-701-1177 
www.divevictoria.com          

God's Pocket                            
Port Hardy, BC                             
1-604-949-9221 
www.godspocket.com  

 

Great Ocean Adventures 
Victoria, B.C. 
1-800-414-2202 
greatoceanadventures.com 
 
Hornby Island Diving       
Hornby Island, B.C.                      
1-250-335-2807                     
hornbyislanddiving.com 
 
Mamro Adventures 
Live-aboard-based in Nanaimo, 
B.C.  Ph: 250-756-8872 
www.mamroadventures.com  

Ocean Explorers 
Nanaimo, dive charters 
(250) 753�2055 
1-800-233-4145 
oceanexplorers diving.com 

Pacific Pro Dive                   
Courtney/Comox                      
1-877-800-3483 
www.scubashark.com  

Porpoise Bay Charters           
Egmont, B.C.                              
1-888-665-DIVE    
www.porpoisebaycharters.com 

Rendezvous Dive Adventures 
Port Alberni, BC 
1-877-777-9994                         
rendezvousdiving.com 
 
Sidney Dive and Surf                     
1-866-655-0979                      
sidneydiveandsufr.com 
 

Suncoast Diving                         
1-866-740-8006                
Sechelt, B.C. 
www.suncoastdiving.com 

Sundown Diving            
Nanaimo, B.C.                            
1-888-773-3483 
www.sundowndiving.com 

Sunshine Coast Tours               
1-800-870-9055                    
SunshineCoastTours.ca 

Tahtsa Dive Charters                   
Tahsis, B.C. 1-866-934-6365 
tahtsadivecharters.com 

• To meet new dive  
buddies, see your   
favorite local retail dive 
centre for a listing of 
their upcoming trips, 
charters & training 
schedules!  A good 
diver is always              
learning!  

DIVE MAGAZINES 
Dive magazines offer the 
underwater enthusiast 
an opportunity to 
broaden his or her 
horizons. Whether it's a 
review of a new destination, tech-
nique or just brushing up on skills 
that may not be practiced during 
the long winter months, these 
magazines can keep you in contact 
with the sport during the 
times that you can't be 
underwater! A selection 
of popular titles are 
listed below: 
 
Diver Magazine 
www.divermag.com 
Diver Magazine is a Canadian 
based international publication 
offering regional diving informa-
tion, travel, diving medicine, natu-
ralist and instruction    articles. 
 
Dive Training  
www.dtmag.com                     

Ocean Realm 
www.oceanrealmjournal.com 

Rodale's Scuba Diving 
www.scubadiving.com 

Sport Diver                               
www.sportdiver.com                    
The official magazine of the Padi 
Diving Society          

Undercurrent 
www.undercurrent.org 

X-Ray Magazine                      
www.x-ray-mag.com                       
bi-monthly pdf format over the 
internet 

• SPRING-TUNE UP!            
Same as tuning up your 
car, lawn mower, before 
embarking on any dive 
trip, remember to see your 
local favorite dive centre 
for a  schedule of their 
“Scuba Refreshers” or 
“Scuba Skills Updates” to 
help you check out both 
your gear and your       
current diving skills.        
Service your gear if             
necessary! 

• So get out & get wet—
before your next dive trip! 

Please Note::                                
Alberta Underwater Council  offers 
this as information for divers only 
and is in no way responsible for 
the safety, services, practices , etc.,  
offered by these businesses. 

DIVE TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Divers—don’t leave home          
without it! 

DAN (Divers Alert  Network)  helps 
support a non-profit organization 
specializing in diving  related treat-
ments, issues, research, etc.      
diversalertnetwork.org 

 

DIVE SAFE INSURANCE 

Canadian based1-800-665-5252 
(mention you are an AUC member! 
& $5 is then donated to the AUC) 
diversafeinsurance.com 

 

PADII & NAUI DIVE INSURANCE  
are both now aligned with DAN  
Insurance 

Happy Diving,          
Stay Safe! 

ED Note: This Info is 
current as of April 08 
but is subject to 
change without notice! 
Please notify  the    
AUC Office of any             
corrections, additions,  
comments, etc. 

Additional Information for Traveling Underwater Enthusiasts 



AUC OFFICE                                       
11759 Groat Road                          
Edmonton, AB  T5M 3K6 

AUC’s ELECTED OFFICERS &  BOARD 2007/8 

President: Tom Davies, Hm: 780-462-1551                                                         
Vice President: Gord Ross, Hm: 780-406-3678                                                
Treasurer: Dave Pohl, Hm: 780-436-9656 

Executive Director: Cathie McCuaig, AUC OFFICE: PH: 780-427-9125,              
Fax: 427-8139, Toll Free Ph: 1-888-307-8566, Hm: 780-456-6427, C: 916-2179                   
11759 Groat  Rd., Edmonton, AB  T5M 3K6 

Directors at Large:                                                                                                
Gilles Benoiton—Edmonton– 478-8447                                                                     
Jeff Grimson—Edmonton: 780-489-5449                                                            
Mike Hussey—Winfield: 780-682-2223,                                                               
Axel Kollewyn—Calgary:Hm: 403-285-2340                                                                   
Tony Lamb—Calgary: Hm: 403-283-3368                                                                   
Brian Nadwidny—Sherwood Park: Hm: 780-467-0972                                                              
Heather Rowe-Edmonton         
Thye Sing Wong—Edmonton: Hm: 780-710-0711                                                                     

MISSION STATEMENT:The Alberta Underwater Council represents and      
encourages responsible participation, in and an, awareness of underwater 
activities while seeking to preserve the aquatic environment.  

Objectives: 

 • To effectively represent the needs and interests of the Alberta underwater  
community 

 • To be recognized as a leading source of information on responsible        
underwater activities 

 • To be recognized as a leader in the preservation of the aquatic               
environment 

 • To provide services which recognize and meet the diverse needs    

of Alberta underwater sport enthusiasts.  

ALBERTA UNDERWATER COUNCIL 

UNDERWATER ALBERTA NEWSLETTER: 

The ALBERTA UNDERWATER COUNCIL     
publishes “Underwater Alberta” 3-4 times a 
year.  eNEWS Bulletins between Newsletters 
are sent out as when needed. Articles, photos, 
ad copy must be received at the AUC office at 
these deadlines: at the latest.  

Spring Newsletter: March 15, mailed by Apr 1                  
Summer Newsletter: May 15, mailed by June 1                      
Winter/Fall Newsletter: Nov 30, mailed Dec 15                     
(Other Bulletins will be sent out if needed) 

All articles & submissions will be subject to the 
approval of the editor.  The views expressed 
herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of the AUC..      
Reproduction in part or whole permitted only 
with written permission of the AUC..              
Advertising Rates:: Add GST to the following:                         
Bus Card: $25                                                     
1/4 Page: $30+ , 1/3 page: $40+, 1/2 Page:$50 
Full Page: $75                                                      
AUC MEMBERS deduct 30% from above rates! 
AUC Members can access free classified ads.. 

The ALBERTA               
UNDERWATER 
COUNCIL is pleased 
to acknowledge & 
have the support of: 

Phone: 780-427-9125,                              
Toll Free Ph: 1-888-307-8566 
Fax: 780-427-8139,                                       
E-mail: info@albertaunderwatercouncil.com 

The AUC Directors would be happy to     
answer any questions that you may have 
regarding the Council. Please feel free to   
call the Executive members, or a Director 
near you or the Executive Director (in the 
AUC Office) to help answer your questions 
or concerns. We hope that your             
membership in the council is rewarding! 

KEEP IN TOUCH ON THE WEB, see us at: 
www.albertaunderwatercouncil.com 
Visit often and be sure to “REFRESH” often! 

NEED A DIVE BUDDY?       

Register today on the AUC 
WEBSITE! 

ALSO CHECK OUT WEBSITE 
FOR YOUR NEAREST SCUBA 
DIVE CLUB and/or DIVE CENTRE! 

EDMONTON BINGOS: At Flamingo Bingo 
on May 8th: Divers, May 24th: UHW,             
June 14: UHW, June 16th: Divers 

To Volunteer Please Contact: Diver’s Bingo         
Coordinator: Tom Davies at Home              
Ph: 462-1551  

OR Please Contact the UWHockey Bingo             
Coordinator at Home Ph: 478-8447 

 

CALGARY’S SCUBA DIVERS  

DINNER CLUB MEETING:S 

DATES: 3rd Mondays, LOCATION: Emerald Garden Restaurant, 
at the corner of 9 Street & 16 Ave, NW, at 6:15 pm, dinner: 6:45, 
followed by Film Show with video/DVD presentation of dive 
resorts, etc.  COSTS: Dinner: $15.00 (inc. gst)  Beer or Wine extra. 
Usual Attendance: 30-50,   

All are Welcome—Especially Tropical Divers 


